Writing Remarkable Literature Reviews

Course Adoption Packet
______
Dr. Daveena Tauber

Dear Faculty,
First, thank you for partnering with ScholarStudio to offer one or more of our
courses. We are honored that you are entrusting us with helping educate your
students. We are passionate about graduate education and about giving
students the tools they need to be successful.
We hope that you will find that our courses complement your instruction. We
also hope that you will take some time to go through the course material
yourself and think about how you can use, expand, and customize the exercises.
Our courses offer instruction in helping students learn the written conventions of
their fields, but we are not experts in your discipline. The more you do to help
students identify the written conventions in your discipline, the better their
writing will be.

Why offer a course on writing lit reviews?
If you find yourself thinking, “no one taught me how to do these things;
shouldn’t students figure this stuff out on their own?” you are not alone. Most of
us were expected to learn academic writing by “osmosis.” One result of
“osmosis” pedagogy is that graduate education has extraordinarily high rates of
attrition: 40-60% at the doctoral level and higher (by some estimates) at the
master’s level. Further, relying on the assumption that graduate students have or
should bring these skills reproduces existing educational inequities, which is part
of why we see higher attrition among women and under-represented students.
According to the “osmosis” model, teaching students writing and
communication skills is “remedial.” But there are good reasons to question this
view.
1. Intellectual work is and should be difficult, and we should be looking at
students’ ability to do the work itself—not their ability to teach themselves all
the skills they need.
2. Although faculty often assume students “should have” advanced
communication skills if they are admitted to graduate study, the reality is that
many programs do not screen for these skills. The Council for Graduate
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Schools recommends that admission be seen as the capacity to do graduate
level work given appropriate instruction. [find citation]
3. The largest growth in graduate education comes from populations that
were historically under-represented—women, under-represented minorities,
and older students. These students may not have a strong educational
background, or their education may be decades in the past.
4. We live in a time of shrinking educational budgets, which means that
more and more students in the U.S. are educated in under-resourced schools.
Even if students had an undergraduate writing course (and not all do), they
do not teach the genres necessary to graduate-level writing. Further, there is
no guarantee that undergraduate coursework provided meaningful
opportunities to write, get feedback, and revise.
5. There is widespread agreement in the fields of education, composition,
and applied linguistics that graduate students benefit from being taught the
written conventions of their fields and that it’s a mistake to conflate an initial
lack of academic writing skills with inability to do graduate level work.
At this point in history, there are many reasons that otherwise smart graduate
students show up in your program without knowing how to write a literature
review or a methods section.
We work from the premise that:
•
•
•

most students are capable of producing appropriate academic prose
when given instruction, feedback, and opportunities to practice;
instruction in critical graduate-level skills supports access, equity, and
retention;
instruction in critical graduate-level skills supports both native speakers
and additional language learners.

Ways to Integrate a ScholarStudio Course
Offer as a stand-alone resource. If your program decides to use the course this
way, we suggest that the program send out the announcement below, taking
care to customize the parts highlighted in yellow.
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Integrate into an existing course. Writing Remarkable Literature Reviews can
work well as a unit in a methods course, prosem, or writing course. It can be
offered as a required or optional component.
Ways to increase participation
•
•
•
•
•

List course link on syllabi
Put course link on student resource pages
Mention the course in class
Talk about course in thesis and dissertation advising meetings
Send announcement and periodic reminders (see text below)

Course Landing Page
Welcome!
The Geography and Systems Science programs at Portland State University have
partnered with ScholarStudio to make Writing Remarkable Literature Reviews available
to our students and faculty.
Writing literature reviews is often regarded as one of the most challenging parts of the
thesis or dissertation. This course gives detailed instruction on how to read, organize, and
write about the literature in your field, giving you the tools you need to create a literature
review that synthesizes, not just summarizes, the literature.
If you are waiting to start writing your lit review until you have "all the sources," stop
waiting and take this course. You will walk through steps that add value to your reading
process as you read, making your literature review process much more efficient and
effective.
We hope you find this a valuable and helpful resource.
This course presumes that you know how to search academic databases in order to find
relevant literature. We strongly recommend taking workshops on searching and storing
academic sources through the PSU Library (library.pdx.edu).
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Text to use With Students
Announcement
Dear Student,
We are excited to offer a new resource to help you move toward your degree.
Because writing literature reviews is often regarded as one of the most
challenging parts of the thesis or dissertation, we have partnered with
ScholarStudio, a small firm that specializes in graduate education, to offer the
online course Writing Remarkable Literature Reviews. The course is taught by
graduate writing specialist Dr. Daveena Tauber.
This course will walk you through the skills and strategies you need to write the
literature review section of your thesis or dissertation. The course consists of 9
video units and comes with a 36-page workbook full of samples, strategies, and
exercises.
Units
Unit 1: Introduction to the Literature Review
Unit 2: Types of Literature Reviews
Unit 3: A Process for Writing the Literature Review
Unit 4: Reading and Processing the Literature
Unit 5: Summary and Synthesis
Unit 6: Evaluating the Literature
Unit 7: Articulating the Gap in the Literature and the Rationale for Your Project
Unit 8: Introductions and Conclusions for the Literature Review
Unit 9: Narrative Choices
Access the course using this link. Please note that the program has a limited
number of access coupons, so please do not share the link with people outside
the program.
This course will be [required / optional]. The course will be available as [a
standalone unit / part of an existing course].
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Reminders
1. If you haven’t checked out the online Writing Remarkable Literature
Review course, head on over to [link] and sign up. This course will walk
you through the skills and strategies you need to write the literature
review section of your thesis or dissertation.
2. We want to remind you that you can access the online course Writing
Remarkable Literature Reviews at [link]. This course will walk you through
the skills and strategies you need to write the literature review section of
your thesis or dissertation.

Logistics
The course is hosted on the Thinkific platform, and students will need to register
at the site.
I will generate student slots for all of the students and faculty in the program
plus a few extra. These slots are limited, so participants should be discouraged
from sharing them with people outside the program.
I will be able to see how many students enroll and how much of the course they
complete. I am happy to share this data.
I can schedule reminder emails or these can come from the department.
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EDUCATIONAL LICENSE AGREEMENT
This Educational License Agreement (the “Agreement”) is entered into and effective as of
December __, 2017 (the “Effective Date”), between the parties SCHOLAR STUDIO LLC
(“Licensor”) and PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY (“Licensee”) (collectively, the “Parties”). The
Parties agree as follows:

1.

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS. Licensor has developed educational materials called
Writing Remarkable Literature Reviews (the “Educational Materials”), which are designed
to aid students in their academic writing, particularly with respect to the literature review
portion of the thesis or dissertation. The Educational Materials include online video
lessons and associated documents.

2. LICENSE. Licensor hereby grants to Licensee a non-exclusive and non-transferrable license
(“License”) to use the Educational Materials solely as defined below and in accordance with
this Agreement.
a. Term. The term of the License (“License Term”) is for one (1) year, and will begin on
January 8, 2018 (“Start Date”) and expire on January 7, 2019 (the “Expiration Date”).
The Parties may renew the License by executing a written agreement signed by both
Parties.
b. Authorized Users. Only graduate students in Licensee’s Geography and Systems
Sciences programs (“Authorized Users”) may access the Educational Materials.
Licensee will make all reasonable efforts to prevent unauthorized users from
accessing the Educational Materials. Licensee will be liable to Licensee for any
unauthorized use of the Educational Materials, whether by acts or omissions of
Licensee or Authorized Users.
c.

Purpose. Licensee will only use the Educational Materials for purposes related to
education, learning, training, research, or development with respect to Authorized
Users. Licensee will not use the Educational Materials for any commercial,
professional, or other for-profit purposes.

d. Non-Exclusivity. Licensor may grant rights, permissions, and/or licenses in the
Educational Materials to third parties during the License Term. However, Licensor will
provide an online course shell to Licensee that is available only to Authorized Users.
e. Non-Transferability. Licensee will not purport to transfer or otherwise grant any right,
permission, license, and/or sublicense the Educational Materials to any third party
without obtaining the prior written consent of Licensor.
f.

Termination. The License will terminate immediately if Licensee fails to comply with
any term or condition of this Agreement. Licensee may terminate the License at any
time prior to the Expiration Date by providing written notice of termination to Licensor.
Licensee will immediately cease use of the Educational Materials upon termination
for any reason.
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3. LICENSE FEE. Licensee will pay to Licensor a nonrefundable license fee of $____ (“License
Fee”) for the License described above. The License Fee does not include fees or costs for
any additional products or services of Licensor.
a. Payment. Licensor will provide Licensee with an invoice for the License Fee, and
Licensee will pay to Licensor the entire License Fee no later than thirty (30) calendar
days after the Start Date (the “Due Date”). Payment may be made by check or direct
deposit. If making a direct deposit, Licensee will provide the Total Payment to
Licensor with the use of Licensor’s W-9 form, which Licensor will complete and
submit to Licensee.
b. Late Fees. To the extent that Licensee fails to pay any amount of the License Fee
(the “Unpaid Amount”) by the Due Date, and to the maximum extent permitted by law,
any Unpaid Amount will be subject to monthly interest charge equal to five percent
(5%) of said Unpaid Amount. Licensee agrees that the late fees constitute
reasonable compensation to Licensor for the acceptance and handling of late
payments.
4. AUTHORIZED PLATFORM. Licensee will access and use the Educational Materials through
a third-party platform called Thinkific (the “Authorized Platform”), and through no other means.
Licensee is not authorized to save, copy, reproduce, record audio or video, import, export,
distribute, disclose, display, or perform the Educational Materials—whether in whole or in part.
5. AUTHORIZATION CODE. Licensor will provide an authorization code (the “Authorization
Code”) to Licensee, which will grant Licensee with access to the Educational Materials.
Licensee will only share the Authorization Code with Authorized Users, and will make all
reasonable efforts to prevent unauthorized users from obtaining the Authorization Code. The
Authorization Code will expire upon termination of expiration of the License.
6. LIMITS ON USE. Licensee has no right, power, or authority to make any modifications to or
unauthorized copies of the Educational Materials (or any portions thereof). Accordingly,
Licensee may not translate, reverse engineer, decompile, disassemble, or create derivative
works based on the Educational Materials or assist any third party in performing such
unauthorized acts. However, Authorized Users may take electronic or handwritten notes on
the Educational Materials to the extent reasonably necessary to complete the course.
7. PRIVACY. In order to access the Educational Materials, Authorized Users will need to share
their names and email addresses (“Personal Data”) with Licensor and the Authorized
Platform. Licensor will take all reasonable precautions to safeguard the privacy of the
Personal Data. Licensor will not sell, monetize, or share the Personal Data without express
consent from Authorized Users; and Licensor will not use the Personal Data to market or
otherwise promote any of its other products or services to any Authorized Users.
Licensor is not liable for the acts or omissions of the Authorized Platform. As of the Effective
Date,
the
privacy
policy
of
the
Authorized
Platform
is
viewable
at
https://www.thinkific.com/resources/privacy-policy. By assenting to this Agreement, Licensee
agrees to the terms of the Authorized Platform’s privacy policy and any modifications thereto
that may take effect during the License Term. Licensee is responsible for periodically
checking the Authorized Platform’s privacy policy for any changes to it, including to its URL.
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8. LIMITED NON-SOLICITATION. For two (2) years following after the Effective Date, Licensor
will not solicit any Authorized Users for any purpose, unless Authorized Users initiate contact
with Licensor regarding Licensor’s other products or services. To the extent that any
Authorized Users may, on their own initiative, contact or solicit Licensor first, Licensor
reserves the right to communicate with and sell products and/or services to such Authorized
Users at any time before, during, or after the License Term.
9. LIMITED WARRANTY. Licensor warrants that the Educational Materials will substantially
achieve its intended functionality throughout the License Term. Licensor does not warrant,
however, that Licensee’s use will be uninterrupted or that the operation of the Educational
Materials will be error-free. Additionally, Licensor does not warrant that use of the Educational
Materials will achieve any particular advantages or other results for Licensee or Authorized
Users.
Licensor does not warrant that the Authorized Platform will function in any particular manner
during the License Term. If, for any reason, Licensee can no longer access the Educational
Materials through the Authorized Platform, Licensee will make reasonable efforts to provide
Licensor with the Educational Materials through another means. No temporary interruption in
use or access to the Educational Materials will constitute a material breach of this Agreement.
10. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY. To the best of Licensor’s knowledge, Licensor owns the
intellectual property rights in the Educational Materials, including: (a) the trademarks
SCHOLAR STUDIO and WRITING REMARKABLE LITERATURE REVIEWS and any
associated stylized versions of the marks (the “Trademarks”); and (b) copyrights in the
Educational Materials and its underlying elements, including all video, audio, graphics,
illustrations, designs, ornaments, and text, as well as the organization of such elements (the
“Copyrights”). Licensor does not assign any of its intellectual property rights to Licensee.
11. NO OTHER REPRESENTATIONS. Except for the representations contained in this
Agreement, the Parties acknowledge that the Parties have not made or relied upon any other
representations, whether express or implied, in connection with this Agreement or the
transactions contemplated by this Agreement.
12. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the
Parties with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement, and supersedes all prior
agreements, proposals, or understandings, whether written or oral, between the Parties. This
Agreement may not be modified, changed, amended, supplemented, or rescinded except
pursuant to a written agreement signed by both Parties.
13. BINDING EFFECT. This Agreement will be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the
Parties and their respective owners, shareholders, successors, affiliates, subsidiaries, officers,
managers, members, directors, agents, heirs, successors, and assigns.
14. APPLICABLE LAW. The laws of the State of Oregon will govern the validity of this
Agreement, the construction of its terms, and the interpretation of the rights of the Parties.
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15. SURVIVAL. All representations, warranties, and covenants set forth in this Agreement will
survive the execution and delivery of this Agreement, as well as expiration or termination of
the License for any reason.
16. SEVERABILITY. If any provision or portion of this Agreement is held by an arbitrator or court
to be invalid under any applicable statute or rule of law, the Parties agree to modify such
provision to the minimum extent necessary to make it valid, and the remaining provisions or
portions of provisions of this Agreement will remain valid and enforceable.
17. NO WAIVER. The failure of either Party at any time to demand strict performance of this
Agreement will not be deemed a waiver thereof, and each Party may at any time demand
strict and complete performance of this Agreement.
18. DISPUTE RESOLUTION. If either Party believes that the other Party has violated any of the
terms of this Agreement, said Party will first contact the other Party in writing in order to
provide (a) notice of the alleged breach, and (2) thirty (30) days to cure the alleged breach or
otherwise resolve the matter. Following such notice in writing and opportunity to cure the
alleged breach and a subsequent failure to cure, any controversy or claim arising out of or
relating to this Agreement, or the breach thereof, will be resolved by first attempting
confidential, non-binding mediation and, if not resolved at that stage, by binding arbitration
administered by the American Arbitration Association under its Commercial Arbitration Rules.
19. ATTORNEY’S FEES AND COLLECTION COSTS. If any action, suit, appeal, or other legal
proceeding is brought to enforce or interpret any provision of this Agreement, the prevailing
Party will be entitled recover from the losing Party its reasonable attorney’s fees, costs, and
disbursements, in addition to any other relief that an arbitrator or court deems appropriate.
20. INDEMNIFICATION. Licensee will indemnify, defend, and hold Licensor harmless from and
against any liability arising out of or in connection with: (a) any negligent or willful acts of
Licensee in the performance of its obligations under this Agreement; any breach by Licensee
of any of its obligations under this Agreement; and any legal disputes that may arise between
Licensee and third parties (including but not limited to the Authorized Platform), involving the
Educational Materials or Intellectual Property.
21. FORCE MAJEURE. Licensor will not be liable for any failure or delay in the performance of
its obligations under this Agreement if such failure or delay is on account of causes beyond
its control, including but not limited to labor disputes, civil commotion, war, fires, floods,
inclement weather, governmental regulations or controls, casualty, government authority,
strikes, or acts of God, in which event Licensor will be excused from its obligations for the
period of the delay and for a reasonable time thereafter.
22. BINDING AUTHORITY. Each of the representative signors below represents that they have
consulted or has had the opportunity to consult with legal counsel concerning this Agreement,
and has the power and authority to bind the Party on behalf of which they have signed to
each of the terms and obligations of this Agreement.

The Parties understand and accept the terms of this Agreement as of the Effective Date.
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______________________________________
______________________________________
(Signature)

(Signature)

Daveena Tauber, on behalf of Licensor
Licensee

Representative Name, on behalf of
Phone: (503) XXX-XXXX
Email: xxx@pdx.edu

SCHOLAR STUDIO LLC
Phone: (503) 512-9161
Email: daveena@scholar-studio.com
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